
2007 Executive
Partners

Business Educators
Ingenuity Grant 

Awarded
At November’s Membership Meeting, the

Northwest Chamber of Commerce awarded
it’s 2007-2008 Business Educators Ingenuity
Grant.

The purpose of the grant is to assist busi-
ness educators in their efforts to use teaching
skills related to business. Students need skills
in these areas in order to make knowledgeable
and informed decisions and to fit into the work
force of the future. Projects funded through the
2008 Business Educators Ingenuity Award will
be activity-based business projects that directly
help students achieve a better mastery of these
skills. One $500 grant (9-12 grade level) was
awarded for  the 2007-2008 school year to a
business educator in the Northwest Chamber
of Commerce's service area.

The recipient of the 2nd Annual Business
Educators Ingenuity Award was Ritenour High
School's Advanced Marketing Class. Jack Heeter
the Advanced Marketing teacher and Jennifer
Stanfill the A+ Coordinator for Ritenour High
School worked on and submitted the grant appli-
cation together.

The Advanced Marketing class is responsi-
ble for the Student Bookstore and they would
like to "spice it up." Improvements may include,
but are not limited to: remodeling the store,
obtaining retail equipment (such as clothing
racks, etc.), new signage, new products and pro-
motional materials. This project would ask students to work in small groups to come up with a pro-
posal for a "new and improved" storefront. The student body would then vote for their favorite pro-
posal. The group who earned the most votes from the student body would be able to use the $500
grant to fund the renovations that their plan proposed. Congratulations to Ritenour High Schools
Advance Marketing Class for being awarded the 2007-2008 Business Educators Ingenuity Award.

A big thank you goes to Mary Godfrey with Reliance Bank and Mary Kunde from Webster
University for their support of this Chamber program by being the major sponsors of the grant.

Pictured (left to right) are grant sponsor Mary
Godfrey with Reliance Bank, Ritenour High
School Advanced Marketing Teacher Jack

Heeter, Ritenour High School A+ Coordinator
Jennifer Stanfill and grant sponsor Mary

Kunde with Webster University

Business Educators Ingenuity Grant
Major Sponsors



2007 OFFICERS
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
Sherri Ulbrich  . . . . . . . . . . . 739-7744
Bell Electrical Contractors

CHAIR-ELECT
Pat Baucom  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 716-4345
Montgomery Bank

VC - COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Nancy Otte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 877-3010
Missouri Career Center

VC - MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
Carolyne Simp son  . . . . . . . 428-1000
St. Johns Bank & Trust

VC - PUBLIC RELA TIONS
John Pecher  . . . . . . . . . . . . 298-8555
Preferred Advertising

SECRETA RY
Pat W at son  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 429-3742
Airline Park

TREASURER
Fletcher W ells II  . . . . . . . . . 428-1000
St. Johns Bank & Trust

IMMEDIATE PAST-CHAIR
Brian Goldman  . . . . . . . . . . 344-4400
Fast signs of Bridgeton

2007 DIRECT O R S
Kim Bakker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 344-6254
SSM DePaul Health Center

Terry Bates  . . . . . . . . . . 636-947-8400
Bates CP As

Cheryl Compton  . . . . . . . . . 493-6050
Ritenour School District

Bonnie Felton  . . . . . . . . . . . 839-2200
Hampton Inn Northwest

Dr. Mike Fulton  . . . . . . . . . . 213-8001
Pattonville School District

Mayor T im James  . . . . . . . . 427-8009
City of S t. Ann

Mike LeBlanc  . . . . . . . . . . . . 209-0959
LeBlanc Insurance & Financial Services

Larry Marrs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 770-8100
Harrah’ s Casino & Hotel

Carolyn Marty  . . . . . . . . . . . . 972-1 111
Suburban Journals of North County

Chief T erry Milam  . . . . . . . . 427-8700
City of S t. John

Randie Miller  . . . . . . . 770-3952 x5502
United Parcel Service

Michelle Moncey  . . . . . . . . . 265-2035
Convergence Mobile Solutions

Bette O’Keefe  . . . . . . . . . . . . 423-1 111
CRS Printing & Envelope

Dominick Rodriguez  . . . . . . 291-0048
Romantique Jewelers

Dan Smith  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 646-0055
PQ Design Group

Chief Carl W olf  . . . . . . . . . . 839-3700
City of Hazelwood

2007 Corporate Partners
The Northwest Chamber of Commerce wishes to recognize the following

businesses for their support, commitment and involvement.
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Holida y Meeting is $1 8.00 per per son

Visit www.northwestchamber.com for more information
and to download a registration form.

Fax to (314) 291-2153, call (314) 291-2131, 
or email to info@nwcommchamber.org

Thursday, December 13th
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Cr owne Plaza Air por t Hotel
11228 Lone Ea g le Dr ., Bridg eton, MO 63044

Join us for our Holiday Program! Celebrate the Holidays with the Chamber at its
December Membership Meeting. We will have a musical program, and we will be col-

lecting toys for the Community Action Agency of Greater St. Louis.
Please bring a new unwrapped toy to the meeting.

Toy Dri ve

Meet ing

Sponso r ed  By :

P e r f o r mance  b y

Lu the r an  Nor th

J azz  Band



In addition to all the other cool stuff
going on at our Mingle at the Mills event
this past September, we hosted a variety
of Charity Benefit Races throughout the
evening on NASCAR SpeedPark's Family
500 Track. For an entry fee of $100, partic-
ipants competed for first place and winning
up to $500 (or half of the total entrance fee
for that race) to go towards the charity or
non-profit of their choice. During
our November Membership
Meeting, we presented $3,500
in checks to those chosen chari-
ties or nonprofits.

A total of 8 races were held
in all. The first race was
between Ritenour and
Pattonville School Districts with
Bilal Ewing winning the Race for
Ritenour (which also come with
bragging rights over Pattonville
for the year). He selected the
Ritenour Welfare Fund as the
charity of his choice. Dr. Cheryl
Compton Superintendent of
Ritenour School District accept-
ed the $200 award on behalf of
the Ritenour Welfare Fund. 

The second race was
between area police and fire
departments with Eric
Sontheirer from Charlack Police
Department winning the race. He selected
Northwest Joint Charities as the charity of
his choice. Chief Tony Umbertino from the
City of Charlack accepted the $450 award
on behalf of Northwest Joint Charities.

The third race was the Bankers Race
with Steve Krazl from GMAC Mortgage
winning the race. He selected Immanuel
Lutheran School as the nonprofit of his

choice. Rita Eckert accepted the $500
award on behalf of Immanuel Lutheran
School. 

The fourth race was an Open
Business Race with Tony Armbruster from
the St. Louis Count Economic Council win-
ing the race. He selected Muscular
Dystrophy Association as the charity of his
choice. Meghan Mottaz with the Muscular

Dystrophy Association accepted the $500
award on their behalf. 

The fifth race was the Overland
Business Association Race with Jim Guyre
from Valley Industries winning the race. He
selected the Florissant Rotary Club as the
charity of his choice. Steve Frank,
President of the Florrisant Rotary Club
accepted the $450 award on their behalf.

The sixth race was an Open
Business Race with Bob Branham with
Bell Electrical Contractors winning the
race. He selected the National MS
Society as the charity of his choice. Traci
Buss with the National MS Society
accepted the $500 award on their behalf.

The seventh race was the Board of
Directors race with Dan Smith from PQ

Design Group winning the
race. He selected ALS
Association - St. Louis
Regional Chapter as the chari-
ty of his choice. Robert
Wessels, President/CEO of the
ALS Association - St. Louis
Chapter accepted the $400
award on their behalf.

The eight race was the
Gateway Kids World Race with
Gene Kohler from Gateway
Kids World winning the race.
He selected St. Louis Elite non-
profit as the charity of his
choice. Gene Kohler from
Gateway Kids World will accept
the $500 award on St. Louis
Elite's behalf. 

The Northwest Chamber is
about uniting businesses and
citizens who invest their time
and money in a community

development program - working together
to improve the economic, civic, and cul-
tural well being of our area. 

Together we were able to raise
$3,500 to donate to various charitable
organizations, and one of the ways in
which we are able to contribute to our
mission of improving the well being of our
area. Thanks and great job everyone!
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Mingle at the Mill’s Charity Benefit Races
Nets $3,500 For Area Charities / Nonprofits

Pictured (left to right) are Traci Buss with the National MS Society, Chief Tony
Umbertino with Northwest Joint Charities, Gene Kohler with St. Louis Elite's,

Robert Wessels with the ALS Association - St. Louis Chapter, Rita Eckert with
Immanuel Lutheran School, Steve Frank with Florissant Rotary Club, Meghan

Mottaz with Muscular Dystrophy Association, and Dr. Cheryl Compton with
Ritenour Welfare Fund are presented with their Charity Benefit Race Checks
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Speaker Cancels for November’s Membership
Meeting, But Still Plenty On The Agenda

The Northwest Chamber of Commerce's
General Membership Meeting was held on
Thursday, November 8, 2007 at the Debonaire
Banquet & Conference Center.

Our featured program for November’s
Membership Meeting was scheduled to be
Chatherine Hanaway, United States Attorney for
the Eastern District of Missouri. Ms. Hanaway
was supposed to talk about "Project Safe
Childhood" - protecting all children from online
exploitation and abuse. Unfortunately she had
an emergency and had to cancel. She will be
rescheduled for a meeting in the near future.

Thank you to Mary Kunde from Webster
University - Westport Campus and Bill Olwig
from Missouri Mercantile for being our
Membership Meeting sponsors for November.
We are currently in the process of scheduling
meeting sponsors for our 2008 meetings. If you
are interested in sponsoring a 2008 meeting,
please call Tina or Larry at the Chamber office
at 314-291-2131.

During the meeting, two new member were
presented with their Northwest Chamber of

Commerce membership plaques. They were
Shari Jones with Sound Image and Julie
Marino with Springhill Suites. Congratulations to
our two newest members!

Student of the Month awards were also
presented at the Membership Meeting. They
were Mike O'Neil from Hazelwood West, Sierra
Troupe from Ritenour High School, Francesca
Sorra from Pattonville High School, Ebony
Fleming from Lutheran High School North, and
Ryan Matthew Smith from Christian Academy
of Greater St. Louis. Congratulations to our
Students of the Month for November!

In addition to Student of the Month awards,
the Chamber awarded the 2007-2008 Business
Educators Ingenuity Grant. The grant was
given to Ritenour High School’s Advanced
Marketing Class. Congratulations.

During the meeting, the Chamber also pre-
sented $3,500 in checks to 8 different area
non-profits. The money presented was raised
from our Charity Benefit Races held at our
Mingle at the Mills event held this past
September. Congratulations to our recipients!

Chairman Sherri Ulbrich presents a membership
plaque to Shari Jones with Sound Image

Chairman Sherri Ulbrich presents a membership
plaque to Julie Marino with Springhill Suites

Students of the Month for November
More than 120 Members Attend 

November’s Membership Meeting

NW Chamber
Advertising 

Rates

chambernews
The official newsletter of
the Northwest Chamber
of Commerce

Black & White
Business card ad*
1 month $25
3 months $50
6 months $100
1 year $200
*need business card

Full Color
Business card ad*
1 month $35
3 months $60
6 months $120
1 year $240
*need business card

Black & White
Quarter p age ad*
1 month $50
3 months $100
6 months $200
1 year $400
*need electronic file

Full Color
Quarter p age ad*
1 month $70
3 months $120
6 months $240
1 year $480
*need electronic file

Full p age insert/
Hot Sheet*
1 month $100
3 months $250
6 months $450
1 year $800
*must provide Chamber
with 450 copies per insert
run

The chambernews is
published by the
Northwest Chamber of
Commerce. If you have
questions or are interest-
ed in advertising, please
contact:

Northwest Chamber
of Commerce

11965 St. Charles Rock Rd.
Bridgeton, MO 63044

P: 314.291.2131
F: 314.291.2153
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New Member Orientation Held
Before November’s Membership Meeting

The Northwest Chamber of Commerce held its last of four New Member
Orientations on Thursday, November 8, 2007 prior to the Membership Meeting
at Debonaire Banquet & Conference Center.

More than 60 people attended this New Membership Orientation; making it
the largest crowd at a New Member Orientation to date.

All new members were sent personal invitations to attend. The New Member
Orientation gives a new member
an opportunity to learn more
about the Chamber. Topics that
were covered include: history,
free marketing opportunities,
ways to market your business
through the Chamber, commit-
tees, fundraising events, ways to
volunteer, etc...

If you are a new or even an
older member and haven’t been
to a New Member Orientation,
look for the next New Member
Orientation to be held in the 1st
quarter of next year.

Pictured are the attendees of the New Member Orientation
held prior to November’s Membership Meeting



Sherri ~ En‘LIGHT'ens
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"The test we must set for ourselves is not to march 

alone but to march in such a way that others will 

wish to join us.""  

- Hubert Humphrey, 

U.S. Vice-President, Senator

Greetings -

Another chapter in the Northwest Chamber of Commerce's history is being written with

the changing of chamber officers next month.  The current board inherited a chamber

well postured for growth, and I'm appreciative of the officers and board members who

have taken their turn before us.  It was our charge to continue their work and add our

own initiatives and energies to further our chamber.

With my term as Chairman of the Board soon over, I was recently asked what I had

learned from my tenure.  I thought that was interesting since the usual questions are

"How has it been?' or "Are you glad it's over?"  My responses to those questions were

great and yes, but with mixed feelings.  Stopping to think about what I've learned is a little more involved, given the

breath of experiences with the chamber over the past years. While I learned some new things, there are a number

of positive things about the chamber that were either confirmed or reaffirmed to me.  The Northwest Chamber of

Commerce's membership is highly experienced and knowledgeable people. The Northwest Chamber of

Commerce is an organization that is well structured, and at the same time flexible to change in order to meet its

members' needs. The chamber's membership is a fun loving group that has developed a special camaraderie, and

the Northwest Chamber of Commerce is a chamber with a history of excellence, that continues to improve and

move forward.

It has been an honor to serve as your Chairman of the Board, and I am sincerely appreciative of having had the

opportunity.  It has been an exciting year for the Northwest Chamber of Commerce!  It comes as no surprise with

the "teamwork" and "timeless efforts" of your board, committee chairs, and committee members.  We have devel-

oped a team that you can be very proud of.  Your current board and committees have worked diligently to bring

you a new and improved chamber.  As a chamber, we simply would not have prospered without their enthusiasm,

their talents, and their commitment to growing and maturing our chamber.  Working in conjunction with our strate-

gic plan, we laid the groundwork to accomplish many things.  I am pleased to report to you that the Northwest

Chamber of Commerce welcomed 89 new members to our chamber; has grown in content and quality of pro-

grams; developed a new look and image in our promotional an informational material; has a new, active, and inno-

vative educational committee; provided a means of showing our concern for our communities through the

Chamber Cares program; currently in the process of redesigning the chamber's website; and increased the finan-

cial health of our chamber.  Our committee chairs were totally responsible for ensuring that we offer the "best for

our members" and lead a major part of the many fund raising events that have contributed to this accomplishment

throughout this past year.  "My hats off to all of you" for making this an exciting, enthusiastic, and fun year.  As a

result of the combined, tireless efforts of the entire group, I am sure you will agree that we have accomplished our

2007 goals and will continue to improve and build on our ground work in 2008.

Special thanks and appreciation goes out to Larry Perney, President of the Northwest Chamber of Commerce.  He

has been a catalyst for the board and for all the members of this chamber.  He has been a great support, always

helpful and encouraging, kept me on track; has been responsive to membership marketing; kept our members

informed; and has been the "go to person" to ensure that the many programs and special events have been imple-

mented and carried through with the fulfillment and results of success.                           
                            

 

It has been a pleasure serving as your Chairman of the Board this past year and my thanks to all of you for allow-

ing me this honor.

In closing, May the Peace and Joy of this Holiday Season be with you throughout the coming year!

Kind Regards,
Sherri Ulbrich~
Chairman of the Board

Chairman of the Board 

Sherri Ulbrich



Upcoming 
Chamber Event s
December 6
Board of Directors Meeting
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Crowne Plaza Hotel

December 1 1
Ambassadors Committee Meeting
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Yesterday’ s Lounge

December 13
Holiday Membership Meeting
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Crowne Plaza Hotel

December 18
Government/Community
Concerns Committee Meeting
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Culpepper's Rest aurant

December 18
Casino Night Committee Meeting
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Fortel’ s Pizza Den

December 25
Christmas Day

December 31
New Year ’s Eve

January 3
Board of Directors Meeting
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Renaissance Hotel

January 10
Annual Meeting, Inst allation &
Awards Ceremony
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Renaissance Hotel

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

8765432

9 10 11 12 13 14

212019181716

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

15

22

Holiday
Membership

Meeting

Ambassadors
Committee
Meeting

30 31

Gov/Comm
Concerns
Committee
Meeting

Board
of Directors

Meeting
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December 2007

Christmas
Day

New Year’s
Eve

Casino Night
Committee
Meeting



11965 St. Charles Rock Road, Ste. 203
Bridgeton, Missouri 63044

P:.314.291.2131 F:.314.291.2153
www.northwestchamber.com


