
Annual Meeting 
A Celebration Of A

Great Year
Our Annual Meeting, Installation and

Awards Ceremony was held on January 10,
2008 in the beautiful penthouse ballroom at
Renaissance St. Louis Airport Hotel. The Annual
Meeting is a time to look back and reflect on the
past year and to recognize and thank outstanding
individuals, businesses and business owners for
their contributions to the Chamber. It also is a
transition to the new, as new officers and direc-
tors are installed.

2007 was an incredible year for our Cham-
ber as was accomplished so many great things
during the year. A major reason for this success
was because of the leadership and vision of our
Chairman of the Board Sherri Ulbrich from Bell
Electrical Contractors. To thank her for serving
as Chairman in 2007, Sherri was presented with the 2007 Chairman Appreciation Award.
Thank you Sherri for all you do for the Chamber and a job well done this past year.

During the Annual Meeting, we presented awards to those who made significant con-
tributions this past year in helping the Chamber succeed. The following were presented
with awards: 2007 Person of the Year - Kim Bakker with SSMDePaul Health Center;
2007 Business Person of the Year - Larry Marrs with Harrah’s Casino; 2007 Volunteer of
the Year - Chief Carl Wolf with the City of Hazelwood; 2007 Business of the Year - St.
Johns Bank & Trust; 2007 Small Business of the Year - LeBlanc Insurance and Financial
Planning; and 2007 Rookie of the Year - Charray Williams with AAA Professional Pest
Control. Thank you and congratulations to all of our 2007 award winners (For more
details and complete write up of awards, please see pages 4 and 5.(Con’t on page 3)

Pictured (left to right) are 2008 Incoming
Chairman Bat Baucom from

Montgomery Bank presenting Sherri
Ulbrich with Bell Electrical Contractors
with the Chairman Appreciation Award

thanking her for serving as the 2007
Chairman of the Board

2008 Executive Partners



2008 Corporate Partners
The Northwest Chamber of Commerce wishes to recognize the following

businesses for their support, commitment and involvement.
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Member ship Meeting is $1 8.00 per per son

Visit www.northwestchamber.com for more information
and to download a registration form.

Fax to (314) 291-2153, call (314) 291-2131, 
or email to info@nwcommchamber.org

Thursday, February 14th
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Yaco velli’ s R estaur ant
407 Dunn Rd., Florissant, MO 63031

P: 314-839-1000  F: 314-839-0469

Collecting Donations for 
St. Rit a St. Vincent de Paul Society

Please help support families in need by bringing donations to the member-
ship meeting. Item suggestions: non-perishable food, infant food & diapers,

personal hygiene and care products and cleaning & laundry products.

Meet ing
Sponso r ed  By :

2008 OFFICERS
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
Pat Baucom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-872-4411
Montgomery Bank

CHAIR-ELECT
Mike LeBlanc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-209-0959
LeBlanc Insurance & Financial Services

VC - COMMUNITYDEVELOPMENT
Nancy Otte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-877-3010
Missouri Career Center

VC - MEMBERSHIPSERVICES
Carolyne Simpson . . . . . . . . . . .314-428-1000
St. Johns Bank & Trust

VC - PUBLIC RELATIONS
John Pecher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-298-8555
Preferred Advertising

SECRETARY
Pat Watson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-429-3742
Airline Park

TREASURER
Brian Goldman . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-428-1000
Fastsigns of Brigeton

IMMEDIATE PAST-CHAIR
Sherri Ulbrich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-739-7744
Bell Electrical Contractors

2008 DIRECTORS
Kim Bakker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-344-6254
SSM DePaul Health Center

Dr. Cheryl Compton . . . . . . . . .314-493-6050
Ritenour School District

Bonnie Felton . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-839-2200
Hampton Inn Northwest

Dr. Mike Fulton . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-213-8001
Pattonville School District

Jerry Hart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-731-1771
Valley Industries

Mayor Tim James . . . . . . . . . . .314-427-8009
City of St. Ann

Larry Marrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-770-8100
Harrah’s Casino & Hotel

Carolyn Marty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-972-1111
Suburban Journals of North County

Chief Terry Milam . . . . . . . . . . .314-427-8700
City of St. John

Bette O’Keefe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-423-1111
CRS Printing & Envelope

Dominick Rodriguez . . . . . . . . .314-291-0048
Romantique Jewelers

Dan Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-646-0055
PQ Design Group

Randy Stedman . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-628-0707
Newcatle Mortgage

Charray Williams . . . . . . . . . . . .314-725-2555
AAAProfessional Pest Control

Keith Wogtech . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-650-8704
Home Pure Air

Chief Carl Wolf . . . . . . . . . . . . . .314-839-3700
City of Hazelwood

NWCC Monthly 
Membership Meeting

Meeting Program
Missouri Department of Transportation 

P.E. Area Engineer Bill Schnell
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(Con’t fr om page 2)
During the meeting, we also

presented Board of Directors
Service Awards to outgoing
Board of Directors as our way
of thanking them for their serv-
ice and numerous contributions
made during their tenure on the
Board of Directors. Two out-
standing individuals have served
2 consecutive three-year terms
on the Board of Directors and
must take, according to bylaws,
a minimum of a one-year break
from the Board. Serving from
2001 to 2007, Fletcher Well II
with St. Johns Bank & Trust &

Randie Miller with UPS were both presented with Board of
Directors Service Awards. Thank you and Congratulations!

One of the reasons for our success this year was the work
done by our committees and the leaders of those committees.
Committees are our lifeblood. They are the gas that makes the
whole engine run; without them we could not accomplish much.
Each committee chair was given a certificate of appreciation for
their time and effort in leading a committee.They were: Ambas-
sadors Committee - Carolyne Simpson with St. Johns Bank &
Trust; Education Committee - Kim Bakker with SSM DePaul;
Government & Community Concerns Committee - Fletcher
Wells II with St. Johns Bank & Trust; PR/Marketing Committee

- John Pecher with Preferred Advertising & Dan Smith with PQ
Design Group; Economic Development Committee - Nancy
Otte with Missouri Career Center; Casino Night Committee -
Bonnie Felton with Hampton Inn Northwest & Larry Marrs
with Harrah's Hotel & Casino; Chamber Golf Classic Commit-
tee - Dan Smith with PQ Design Group & Amy Smith with
Favazza & Associates; Mingle at the Mills Committee - Chief
Carl Wolf with the City of Hazelwood; and Chili-Dog Golf
Tournament Committee - Chief Terry Milam with the City of St.
John. Thank you to all for your hard work this past year.

In addition to the awards ceremony, we also had an installa-
tion ceremony for our 2008 Officers and Directors (Please see
page 6 for complete story).

Pictured (left to right) are 2007 committee chairs Amy
Smith, Kim Bakker, John Pecher, Fletcher Wells II, Nancy

Otte, Bonnie Felton, & Larry Marrs

Pictured (left to right) are
Chairman Sherri Ulbrich

presenting Fletcher Wells II
with the Board of Directors

Service  Award



chamber news February 2008Page 4

Pictured (left to right) are Chairman Sherri
Ulbrich presenting Kim Bakker with 
SSM DePaul Health Center with the 

2007 Person of the Year Award

2007 Business Person of the Year
The Business Person of the Year award is presented to a Chamber member

for outstanding contributions to the Chamber and exemplary business citizen-
ship. They serve as a role model for leadership, dedication and conscientious-
ness. The individual chosen is a credit to his organization, community and our
Chamber.

Larry Marrs with Harrah’s Casino is our 2007 Business Person of the Year.
He has worked in the casino industry for the past fourteen years and has
worked for Harrah's Casino for the last eight years.  He is the Tour and Travel
Supervisor with Harrah's and is responsible for their twenty-three daily shuttle
line runs and for developing group packages for national and international
groups.  He was honored last year by winning two of the six highest Harrah's
awards, the Chairman's Awards for Community Service and Team Results.

Larry is a vital, active part of our Chamber and the community. He is a
great advocate for our Chamber and its mission. Congratulation to Larry Marrs
with Harrah's Hotel & Casino for being the 2007 Businessperson of the Year.

2007 Volunteer of the Year
Volunteer of the Year award is given in recognition to the contribution

of time, effort and resources that have been given to the Chamber through-
out the year. The recipient of this award played a critically important role in
the overall success of the Chamber.

The 2007 Volunteer of the Year is Chief Carl Wolf from the City of
Hazelwood. Carl is a Past-Chairman of the Board and a long-time Board
member of the Chamber. Carl was the brainchild and the first and only
Chairman for our Mingle at the Mills event. He has turned that event into
one of our most successful. His efforts and leadership were instrumental in
the Mingle at theMills being so successful. He is very deserving of this
prestigious award.

Congratulations to Chief Carl Wolf with the City of Hazelwood for
being named 2007 Volunteer of the Year.

Pictured (right to left) are President Larry
Perney presenting Chief Carl Wolf with
the City of Hazelwood with the 2007

Volunteer of the Year Award

Pictured (left to right) are Chairman
Sherri Ulbrich presenting Larry Marrs
with Harrah’s Casino with the 2007

Business Person of the Year Award

2007 Northwest Chamber of Commerce 
2007 Person of the Year

Person of the Year award is presented to a Chamber member for out-
standing contributions to the Chamber and the community as a whole. They
go above and beyond the call of duty whenever and where ever needed.
They serve as a role model, someone we all look up to and strive to be like
in serving our community.

Kim Bakker with SSM DePaul Health Center is the 2007 Person of the
Year. She has served as a Board of Director the past 5 years. She served as
the first Chairman of the Education committee this year and made it into an
active and thriving committee; establishing the Business Educators Ingenu-
ity Grant and the Pass the Pig program.

She is a vital, active part of our Chamber and the community. She is
someone who cares about and is an advocate of the Chamber and its mis-
sion. Congratulations to Kim Bakker with SSM DePaul Health Center for
being named 2007 Person of the Year.
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Pictured are Chairman Sherri Ulbrich pre-
senting St. Johns Bank employees Fletcher

Wells II and Jim Richmond with the 
2007 Business of the Year Award

2007 Small Business of the Year
A new award for us this year is the Small Business of the Year award. In

the past, we only had Business of the Year and we thought that it may not be
fair for smaller sized businesses who couldn't necessarily contribute like a
larger business could. So, we decide to have two awards. One, the Small
Business of the Year specifically for smaller-sized business and two, the
Business of the Year open to any business in the Chamber.

LeBlanc Insurance and Financial Services is the 2007 Small Business of
the Year. The company was founded in April 2005. It was started as a father
and son agency. The agency has expanded recently with an office in South
County as well as the original Dorsett office. Mike LeBlanc, the agency
principal, has more than 25 years experience in the insurance industry in
underwriting, risk management, sales, administration and claims. 

Congratulations LeBlanc Insurance & Financial Services for being
named 2007 Small Business of the Year Award. 

2007 Rookie of the Year
The next award is also a new award. It is the "Rookie of the Year"

award. With so many new members joining the Chamber this past year, and
so many of those new members jumping in with both feet and contributing
in so many ways, we felt that we should recognize one member in their first
year who is a shining example of how to come in and contribute right away. 

The 2007 "Rookie of the Year" is Charray Williams with AAA Profes-
sional Pest Control. She joined in January of 2007 and immediately began
contributing to the organization. She served on committees, participated in
events, helped at meetings, and got involved. She pretty much just showed
up everywhere and helped in any way possible. 

Congratulation to Charray Williams with AAA Professional Pest Control
for being named the first ever "Rookie of the Year". Thank you for all your
efforts and contributions to the Chamber. 

Pictured (right to left) are Chairman Sherri
Ulbrich presenting Charray Williams with

AAA Professional Pest Control with the
2007 Rookie of the Year Award

Pictured (left to right) are Chairman Sherri
Ulbrich presenting Mike LeBlance with

LeBlance Insurance with the 2007 Small
Business of the Year Award

2007 Business of the Year
The 2007 Business of the Year Award is presented to a business that provid-

ed contributions of employee time, effort and substantial financial support to the
Chamber, as well as significant dedication to improving and growing the com-
munity as a whole. This award recognizes that corporate support plays a critical
role in the long-term success of our Chamber and the community. 

St. Johns Bank is the 2007 Business of the Year. St. Johns Bank is a locally
owned, community-oriented bank serving individuals and businesses in north-
western St. Louis and St. Charles Counties. Founded by Walter H. Branneky in
1926, the bank remains independently owned and family managed.

St. Johns Bank is known for more than just lending money and accepting
deposits. Their officers and employees take a personal interest in their customers
and the communities they serve. St. Johns Bank gives back to the community
through the State Quarter Program, United Way campaigns, donating to com-
munity organizations, presenting local high school seniors with scholarships,
and participating in business organizations. Congratulations to St. Johns Bank
for being named 2007 Business of the Year. 

2007 Northwest Chamber of Commerce Award Winners



During our Annul Meeting on January 10, 2008, the
Northwest Chamber of Commerce installed its Officers and
Board of Directors for 2008. 

“The job of the Officers and Board of Directors is an
important responsibility, and is not to be taken lightly,” states
NWCC President Larry Perney. “The Chamber is dependent
on its Board of Directors to carry out in a trustworthy and
diligent manner their duties and obligations. The Chamber
needs a committed and involved Board to be successful.”

The following are the men and women who have volun-
teered to serve in a leadership position in the Northwest
Chamber of Commerce for 2008. They will be the ones to
mold, form and shape the Chamber this coming year.

2008 Officers
Chairman of the Board

Pat Baucom with Montgomery Bank
Chair-Elect

Mike LeBlanc with LeBlanc Insurance 
Vice-Chair of Community Development
Nancy Otte with Missouri Career Center

Vice-Chair of Membership Services
Carolyne Simpson with St. Johns Bank

Vice-Chair of Public Relations
John Pecher with Preferred Advertising

Secretary
Pat Watson with Airline Park

Treasurer
Brian Goldman with Fastsigns of Bridgeton

Immediate Past-Chair
Sherri Ulbrich with Bell Electrical Contractors.

2008 Board of Directors
Kim Bakker with SSM DePaul Health Center

Dr. Cheryl Compton with Ritenour School District
Bonnie Felton with Hampton Inn Northwest

Dr. Mike Fulton with Pattonville School District
Jerry Hart with Valley Industries

Mayor Tim James with the City of St. Ann
Carolyn Marty with the Suburban Journals 

Larry Marrs with Harrah's Casino
Chief Terry Milam with the City of St. John

Bette O'Keefe with CRS Printing & Envelope
Dominick Rodriquez with Romantique Jewelers

Dan Smith with PQ Design Group
Randy Stedman with Newcastle Mortgage

Charray Williams with AAA Professional Pest Control
Keith Wogtech with Home Pure Air

Chief Carl Wolf with the City of Hazelwood

Thank you and congratulation to our newly installed 2008
Officers and Board of Directors.
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Northwest Chamber of Commerce Installs 
2008 Officers and Directors

Pictured is a group shot of the 2008 Northwest Chamber 
of Commerce Officers and Board of Directors

The Northwest Chamber of Commerce will be publishing the 2008 edition of the Membership
Directory & Referral Guide very soon. Included will be a listing of Board of Directors, Executive and
Corporate Partners, Committee Involvement Opportunities, School and Government Contacts and
Local Resource Numbers.

We are currently reserving advertising space in the new edition. Your advertising support is
always a very important part of our success. You won’t want to miss out on this big opportunity to
reach the Chamber membership. Show off your business with an ad and you might catch your com-
petitors sleeping.

FREE LISTINGS - All members are listed both alphabetically in the Membership Directory
section and by category in the Referral Guide. FREE distribution to members. The Membership
Directory and Referral Guide is distributed FREE to all existing and new Chamber members
throughout the year, as well as in our relocation packets.

To advertise in the 2008 Membership Directory and Referral Guide, please see enclosed
registration form and fill-out and return to the Chamber office. For additional questions or infor-

mation, please call the Chamber office at 314.291.2131.

Advertising Space Now Available for the
2008 Membership Directory



Upcoming 
Chamber Event s
February 5
Casino Night Committee Meeting
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Syberg’ s Rest aurant

February 7
Board of Directors Meeting
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Yacovelli’ s

February 1 1
Business Resource
Committee Meeting
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Syberg’ s Rest aurant

February 12
Ambassadors Committee Meeting
12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Yesterday’ s Lounge

February 14
Monthly Membership Meeting
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Yacovelli’ s

February 19
Casino Night Committee Meeting
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Syberg’ s Rest aurant

February 26
Casino Night Committee Meeting
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Syberg’ s Rest aurant

February 27
Education Committee Meeting
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Ritenour Administration Building

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

9876543

10 11 12 13 14 15

222120191817

24 25 26 27 28 29

16

23

Monthly
Membership

Meeting

Ambassadors
Committee
Meeting

Board
of Directors

Meeting

chamber news February 2008Page 7

February 2008

Education
Committee
Meeting

President’s
Day

Casino Night
Committee
Meeting

Casino Night
Committee
Meeting

Casino NightCasino Night
Committee
Meeting

Valentine’s
Day

Business
Resource
Committee
Meeting



11965 St. Charles Rock Road, Ste. 203
Bridgeton, Missouri 63044

P:.314.291.2131 F:.314.291.2153
www.northwestchamber.com

www.northwestchamber.com


